CHAPTER 5

INNOVATION AND THE
RADHIKA MODEL VICHITRA
VEENA

Dr. Radhika Veenasadhika playing the Radhika Model Vichitra Veena

The Vichitra Veena is an ancient Indian instrument, but every
living tradition must also respond to the needs of its time.

The traditional Vichitra Veena is large, heavy and difficult to
transport. Its size can make handling, travelling and early
learning challenging for many students. To address these
practical difficulties, Dr. Radhika Veenasadhika developed the
Radhika Model Vichitra Veena.
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WHAT IS THE RADHIKA MODEL
VICHITRA VEENA?

The Radhika Model, developed by Dr. Radhika Veenasadhika, is
a compact and the smallest known model of the Vichitra Veena.

It preserves the essential fretless identity, slide-based playing
method, meend and tonal character of the traditional Vichitra
Veena. At the same time, its reduced size and weight make it

easier to carry, handle, teach and learn.

WHY WAS IT CREATED?

The Radhika Model was created to solve some of the practical
difficulties connected with the traditional instrument. Its
purpose was not to replace the traditional Vichitra Veena, but to
make the instrument more accessible for modern students and
performers.

The model was developed through direct experience in
performance, teaching, research and instrument design.

MAIN ADVANTAGES

 Compact and the smallest known model
 Smaller in size and lighter in weight
e Easier to carry and handle

* More convenient for classes, demonstrations, recordings and
travel

 More approachable for new learners

* Rich, clear and refined tonal quality
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TRADITIONAL AND RADHIKA MODEL
VICHITRA VEENA

Traditional Vichitra Veena

Radhika Model Vichitra Veena, developed and played by Dr. Radhika
Veenasadhika
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TRADITION AND INNOVATION

The musical identity of the Vichitra Veena lies in its fretless
structure, continuous swara movement, meend and resonance.
These essential qualities remain central to the Radhika Model.

The innovation is mainly in its compact structure, portability,
practical handling and accessibility. This shows that tradition
and innovation do not need to oppose each other. Thoughtful
innovation can help a rare tradition survive and reach future

generations.

LEARNING IS NOW EASIER

Earlier, the large size, weight, rarity and limited availability of
the instrument made Vichitra Veena learning difficult. The
Radhika Model, structured teaching and dedicated institutional
work have made the instrument more approachable.

Beginners can now begin learning under proper guidance
without first becoming advanced performers of another
instrument.

WHO CAN LEARN?

* Beginners

e Children and young learners

e Adults

e Students of Indian classical music
* Vocalists and instrumentalists

e Learners from India and other countries
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WHEN CAN ONE BEGIN?

A learner can begin after receiving basic orientation about the
instrument, sitting position, handling, mizrab, glass
paperweight, basic swara placement and practice discipline.

Learning can begin from the foundation level.

WHERE AND HOW CAN ONE LEARN?

The Vichitra Veena can be learned through qualified teachers
and institutions dedicated to the instrument.

e In-person classes

e Guided online classes

» Workshops and camps

 Demonstrations and introductory courses

e Regular practical training

Written material and videos can create awareness, but practical
learning requires direct guidance from a teacher.

REMEMBER

The Radhika Model, developed by Dr. Radhika
Veenasadhika, is a compact and the smallest
known model of the Vichitra Veena. It makes
the instrument easier to carry, handle, teach

and learn while preserving its essential fretless
identity and tonal character.
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QUICK LEARNING CHECK

1. Who developed the Radhika Model Vichitra Veena?
. Dr. Radhika Veenasadhika

. A percussionist

. A vocalist from another tradition

Why was the Radhika Model developed?

. To make the instrument compact, practical and accessible
. To add fixed frets

. To change it into a wind instrument

What does the Radhika Model preserve?

. The fretless identity and tonal character of the Vichitra Veena
. Only its outer decoration

. Only its name

CHAPTER 5 SUMMARY

 The Radhika Model was developed by Dr. Radhika
Veenasadhika.
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e It is a compact and the smallest known model of the Vichitra
Veena.

e It is smaller, lighter and easier to transport.
e It is easier to handle, teach and learn.

It preserves the essential fretless identity and tonal character
of the instrument.

e It has made Vichitra Veena learning more approachable.

e Tradition and thoughtful innovation can grow together.
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