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CHAPTER 4

WHY THE VICHITRA VEENA IS
IMPORTANT
The musical importance of the Vichitra Veena has already been
explored in the earlier chapters through its swara, shruti, meend,
Gayaki Ang and distinctive tonal expression.

Its importance, however, extends far beyond music. The Vichitra
Veena carries an ancient lineage, a sacred identity, a civilisational
memory and a living body of knowledge that must continue into the
future.

AN ANCIENT AND FOUNDATIONAL VEENA
The Vichitra Veena is the refined modern form of the ancient Ektantri
Veena. Related forms were known in earlier traditions by names such
as Brahma Veena, Ghosha Veena, Ghoshika and Ghoshavati. It is also
known as Batta Been.

The Veena is regarded as the mother of Indian musical instruments.
Through its ancient forms, it represents the foundational principles of
string, vibration, swara, resonance and melodic expression in Indian
music.

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Vichitra Veena is regarded as a symbol of Shiva and

Shakti. It is also believed that all deities reside within the
Veena. Therefore, the Veena is not seen only as a musical
instrument, but as a sacred form of divine presence, Naad

and spiritual consciousness.
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A LIVING CIVILISATIONAL HERITAGE
The Vichitra Veena is part of India's living cultural and spiritual
inheritance. It carries knowledge of music, craftsmanship, acoustics,
performance, discipline, symbolism and Sadhana within one tradition.

Its value cannot be measured only by the number of present-day
performers. A rare tradition may carry knowledge accumulated across
many generations. Protecting it means protecting a part of India's
cultural memory.

WHY ITS RARITY MATTERS
Today, the Vichitra Veena is known and practised by very few people.
When such an instrument becomes rare, many connected forms of
knowledge are also placed at risk:

• Playing and teaching traditions
• Instrument construction and repair
• Jawari and tonal preparation
• Tuning systems and terminology
• Compositions, recordings and artist lineages
• The ability to hear and understand its unique sound

Preserving the Vichitra Veena therefore means preserving an entire
knowledge system, not merely an instrument.

A TRADITION THAT MUST REMAIN LIVING
The Vichitra Veena cannot be preserved only as an object in a
museum. It must continue to be heard, played, taught, researched,
documented and developed.

PRESERVATION THROUGH AWARENESS
Many people have never seen or heard the Vichitra Veena. Awareness
is therefore the first step towards its future.

A person does not need to become a musician in order to support this
heritage. Listening to authentic performances, sharing correct
information, introducing children and young people to the instrument,
and supporting its artists and institutions are all meaningful forms of
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participation.

TRADITION AND RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION
A living tradition can preserve its essential identity while responding
thoughtfully to the needs of the present. Better instruments, improved
portability, clear learning pathways, documentation and wider access
can help the Vichitra Veena reach new generations without weakening
its musical and spiritual foundation.

The Radhika Model Vichitra Veena is one such development. Its story
and advantages are presented in the next chapter.

REMEMBER
The Vichitra Veena is important because it is an ancient,
sacred and living Indian heritage. It carries music, Naad,
spiritual consciousness, craftsmanship and civilisational

knowledge within one extraordinary tradition.

QUICK LEARNING CHECK
Question 1
The Vichitra Veena is the refined modern form of which ancient
Veena?
A. Ektantri Veena    B. Santoor    C. Sarod

Question 2
What does the Vichitra Veena symbolise?
A. Shiva and Shakti    B. Only rhythm    C. Only craftsmanship

Question 3
Why is preservation necessary?
A. Because an entire connected knowledge tradition is at risk    B.
Because it has no sound    C. Because it is only a museum object

END OF CHAPTER 4
Next Chapter: Innovation and the Radhika Model Vichitra Veena


